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Religion in modern Lebanon





Shia Muslims: globally the minority of Muslims, majority in Iran and large numbers in Afghanistan, areas adjacent to Persian Gulf.





Sunni Muslims: the majority of Muslims globally are Sunni.





Druze: an offshoot of Islam that includes elements from early Christianity and Greek philosophy. Divided into very religious and secular. 





Maronite: a Christian sect existing since 400s AD, now linked to Roman Catholic Church (‘Latin’ church)





Armenian and Greek Orthodox: the Orthodox Christians trace their foundation to the early Christian fathers and to the Byzantine Empire





Armenian and Greek Catholic: these ‘eastern Catholic’ Christian groups are linked to but not identical with the Roman Catholic church. 





In the Levant as a whole, Roman Catholics are generally referred to as ‘Latins’





Smaller scattered Alawi groups also live in Lebanon. Alawites, like Druze, combine elements of Islam with other elements of other religions. For example they have adopted the Christian idea of the ‘holy trinity’ ie one god but with three emanations, and they believe in reincarnation. Alawites have tended to be secretive about the detail of their beliefs as a result of persecution, and many Muslims do not accept them as fellow adherents of Islam.








